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NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RENE DAHINDEN of B.C., Canada, is now in the Willow Creek-Bluff Creek 
area of northern Calirornia and wants to contact as many Bigroot hunters 
as possible. He will be in the area for• two or three 'weeks and can be 
contacted through Al Hodgson at the Willow Creek Variety Store. 

ANDERSON VALLEY BIGFOOT RESEARCH CENTER has a new addre s s. Write : Ben 
· �. Foster Jr., Rt. 1, Box 45� Fig Tree Lane , Redding, Calif. 96001. 

Phone rem ains the same : 916-365-3135 . Other members are : Eldon 
Brackett, · Dewayne Erickson, John Kitchen, Damien Franco and S horty Sharp. 
Sponsor : Claude Gasser, proprietor or a paint store in Anderson and 
owner of the "Bigfoot Claim", a mining property in Trinity County at the 
base of the Trinity Alps • 

. BIGFOOT VISITS BIG HILL LOOKOUT 

DAVID .PEZON�LLA, the fire lookout on Big Hill, six miles east of Hoopa 
, Th·tne Ho'opa Indian Reservation, California, found one clear sharp foot­

print sixteen in ches long when he went outside early Saturday morning, 
August 9, 1969. The print was within about six reet of the station house. 
During the evening before various members of the Pezonella family had 
gathered at the station for a party. They had been- making a lot of noise, 
telling ghost stories and doing a lot or s creaming which David Pezonella 
thinks might have arou sed Bigfoot's curiosity. On August 19, 1969, John 
H. Dana and George F. Haas visited the station and f'ound that the original 
track had been obliterated. Diligent search in company with David Pez.onella 
turned up three other possible tracks within 40 to 50 feet of the s tation 
house in hard ground in a southeasterly direction. All were 16 inches long • . 

BIGFOOT R 01-'!PING 1-JITH BEAR ! 

CLAUDE V. NEUFFER of Portland, Oregon, writes ( July 15, 1969) : "Six 
ye ars ago I found some human-type tracks on the top of Wild cat Mt. 35 
miles east of here. They were not large , just about the same length as 
my own. However, they went.down in the snow about three inches, and mine 
only sank about ll inches. (The snow was hard-packed, of course).�fuat 
intr igued me was the fact that there was also a set of bear tracks all 
around with these tracks. Were they traveling together, or were they made 
at dif'ferent times , the same night ? Both sets or tracks Here all over 
the ro ad , usually going back and forth across the road , oc cas i onally 
v-Tandering around down the road. They looked like they W(}re romping 
around toe:ethe r, really. Incidentally, the people -viho say Sasquatch tracks 
are just plain bear tracks.should have seen these two toge ther , this 
way� rrhere could be no comparison ; the di .fference is as plain as day.n 
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THE HOQUIAH, 1:'/ASHIHGTON, REPORT 

By this time most readers or the BIGFOOT BULLETIN will have read one 
or more accounts o� the sighting o� a Sasquatch by a sheriff's deputy 
of Grays Harbor County, Hashington, on July 26, 1969. Tewspapers all 
over the countrr, picked up the story and we are in receipt of dozens of 
clippings from 1subscribers" from all over �or which 't..re thank them. 
The most interesting and revealing report of all is herewith reprinted 
.from John Green•s THE ADVANCE, Agass�z, B.c., Canada, August 7, 1969 : 

A statement issued last week 
by the sheriff of Gray,' s Harbour 
County, Washington, that one of 
his deputies had admitted seeing 
a female bear. not a sasquatch, 
is completely contradicted by 
this interview with the deputy re· 
corded by John Green last Thurs­
day. 

Mr. Green interviewed the de­
puty in company with two physi­
cal anthropologists from the Uni­
versity of Wasliington. 

Q. To begin with, could we 
get your name on the tape? 

A. My name is Verlin Herring­
ton. 

Q. Where do you live? 
A. I live at Copalis Beach, 

Washington. 
Q. Hm\" old are you? 
A. Thirty years old. 
Q. What is your occupation? 
A. I am a Deputy Sheriff for 

Gray's Harbour County. 
Q. Now, the incident we've 

been discussing, could you give 
us the date when that took place? 

A. Yes, It was July 26, it was 
on a Sunday. 

Q. And the year? 
A. 1969. 
Q. And what tline? 
A. It was 2:35 a.m. 
Q. What were you doing at 

that time? 
A. I had been on an incident 

at Humptulips and I was en route 
by way of Deekay Road, by 

· Grass Creek Roads to the beach 
a11d tntc my residence. 

·).. You 1ere work.iJJg at that 
· t.:.rne. 

A. Right ! ' Q. Wfiat was it that happened 
while you v1ere making that 
trip? 

A. As I was going dO\'ln Deekay 
Road I roundea a corner, and my 
fL. it impression was of a large 
be< r standing in the rr iddle of 
the road. I either had o stop for 

the bear or hit hlin so I decided 
to stop, put on the brakes, came 
to a screeching halt, and coast­
ed up the slight grade as far as 
I could without startling the ani­
mal as I was looking at it as I 
was going towards it. This ani­
Q_lal in my opinion was not a bear. 
because you could see by the way 
it was standing that it had no 
snout, it had a face on it. Its 
eyes reflected, and when I came 
to a complete stop I could see 
in the headlights of my car that 
it had feet on it instead of paw·s. 
and it had breasts. When I 
centred my spotlight on the pa­
trol car on it, it walked to the 
edge of the road, it didn't fall 
down on all fours like a bear 
wo-ufd, it walked upr.ight as a 
person would. It wal:Ked to the 
edge of the roadway and stopped: 
turned, still looking at me. I 
re-adjusted the spotlight on my 
car so I could look at it better. 
It's feet had hair down to the 
soles but you could see the out­
line of the foot, it did have toes. 
It's hana was in a position where 
it was spread out, and it.did 
have fingers. After I'd re-ad­
justed the spotlight , I rolled 
the window down, pulled my re­
volver and crawled out of the 
door. I aimed my revolver at it 
and as I cocked the hammer on 
it the animal went mto the 
brush. I got back in my car and 
drove off. Reported the next 
morning back to the scene and 
went through the area, found 
where the animal had gone into 
the bush and where it fi.ad come 
back out on to the roadway. 

Q. Did you find any tracks at 
all? 

A. Yes, I found one indention 
in the ground. I did take a 
photograph of it, it wasn't such 
a print that you could pour a 
cast of. 

Q. Ho., big was it'? 
A. I meastt e.J the track 

l� l/2 inches. The animal it- """' 
self was around seven to seven 
and a half feet tall , w·eighing 
approximatly 300 to 325 ounds. 

Q. How far away were you ·­
when you were looking at it ? 

A. 75 to 80 feet. 
Q. How long would you say 

you were able to observe it be­
fore it left the road.? · 

A.· Approximatly a minute or 
a minute and a quarter, maybe 
a minute and a half. T IS was i 
from the time that r came to a 
complete stop. I was C!bserving 
it as I coastea towards lt. So · 
maybe overall - 2 rninu;.es. 

Q. And in that time it "'·as 
standing errect on it's hind le<"<-"' 

A. Yes it was. As it ;·rent oCi 
into the brush it was still on it's 
hind legs. 

Q. Where it went into the 
brush, thats .down quite a sttep 
little banh isn't ft? 

A. Yes it is. 
Q. And could you see that it . 

remained errect as it went down 
the bank? 

A. Until it went out of the 
spotlight, yes. 

Q. Had it started to descend 
the bank in the spotlight or was 
it gone from the spotlight? 

A. It went down the bank and 
approximatly half way down it 
went out of the spotlight, still in 
an errect position. 

Q. Just to sort of go over it 
from top to bottom - can you 
�ell us anything about the shape 
of the head? For InStance, your 
first impression was a bear. Did 
it have a snout? 

A. No it didn't have a snout. 
I couldn't say that it has a nose 
like a person would hav�;. I be­
lieve that there was no hair on 
it's face. It had a dark leathery 
look. - -

Q. Did you get any impression 
of the length of hair on the head 
or on the rest of it?. . _ 

,. 
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• would say about 3 to 4 in-1 
ches on the head. 
· Q. It didn't have long hanging 
hair at all? 

A. Longer on the head than on 
the body, yes. 

Q. What sort of a neck did it 
have? 

A. No neck. 
Q. You mentioned, I think, 

that it had breasts? 
• A. yes .. 

Q. Where on the body were 
they located? 

A. Like a human person's. They 
i were also covered with hair ex-
· cept for the nipples and they 
; were skin. · Q. Did you mention the colour 

of the barr.? 
_ A. No, I didn't. It was brown­

t 'ish black, dark colored. 
Q. You say you saw a hand 

with the fingers extended? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Could you tell how long 

the arms were? 
· A. I would have to guess at 

����g th�y -��-: The arm 
that I was looking at was in a 
bent position like you catch 
someone startled. 

t.. Q. You couldn't at anytime 
see how far down the body the 

, arm would come? 
, A. No 

Q. Comparing it to a human, 
. would you say that it had long 
:Jegs or short legs? 
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A. ong legs I would say -
long muscular legs. 

Q. Did it take long strides? 
A. No, it seemed like it took 

small steps as it walked. It was 
watching me as it walked to the 
edge of the road. They would ' 
be large steps for a normal hu­
man but for this animal they 
were short steps. About three 
steps from the centre of the 
road to the edg�= 

Q. Did you notice any differ­
ence in the way it walked and 
the way a human would walk? 

A. Same type of position and 
same type of walk as a human 
being. 

Q. Any other details that you 
can recall that you noticed about , 
it? 

· A. Really, that pretty well co­
vers it. 

Q. You didn't see the teeth I 
guess? 

A. No. 
Q. Did it taper at the waist? 

Did it have a narrow waist? 
A. It was a big body - a big· 

stout body-- thats the best I re­
member it was - It could have 
been thinner at the waist - I 
don't remember. 

Q. It was pretty heavily built? 
A. Yes. 

Your editor wishes to apologize 
for delay in ans wering corres­
pondence. 1Jhile on three �ield 
trips in search of the elusive 
Sasquatch, his mail has nilad 
up to unbe lievab le heights. 
All corre sponden ce will be 
answered as soon as pos s ible . 

NEWS AND NOTES FR01·1 ALL OVER 

JIM McCLARIN has recently returned from a tr ip to the east coast with 
c.A. Eagan. They visited the Ringing Rocks in Pennsylvania, investigated 
a "Big foot " report in Georgia, visited the vlillis brothers at INFO he ad­
quarters in Arlington, Virginia, Lucius Farish in Arkansas, Loren E. 
Coleman (who researches nBiff'oot11 reports from the 11ississippi east) o:r 
Carbondale, Illinois, and s pent some time researching in the files o£ 
Ivan T. Sanderson in New Jersey. Before going east Jim McClarin invest­
igated the Or oville report, interviewing Charles R. Ja ckson and he 
�ound a half dozen hairs on the door jam of the outhouse • • • • RANGER 
SYLVESTER McCOY has returned to Wiliow Creek after· a leng t hly stay in 
southern. Californ ia • • • •  JOHN F'UHR�,�NN of Portland , Oregon, reports a 
sequel to the Dallas, Oregon, sighting (see BB 7). ��. Ben Chapman 
"and a Bigfoot enthu s iast 1-1ike Rill, found about a dozen tl''a.cks about a 
mile fi'om his daughter's home" on or about July 13. " There were t-vro sets, 
11+ • .5" and 13" long with about 3'6" stride and were in an area of leafy 
mulch. The trail -vras lost 't-then it entered heavy brush. He tri ed to make 

- a  plaster cast of one but did not s ucce ed. n 

) 
DICK FREY, Bigfoot searcher , 335 Laurel Drive, Ar c ata, California 

9SS2l, wishes to corr espond with those·activel_x� �rching in the field. 
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NEW LIGHT ON FOOTPRINTS IN ALASKA 

In BIGFOOT BULLETIN No. 6·, page 3, we reported on the find or tracks 
or footprints at Whitewater Bay, Admiralty Island, by Foster w. Wilkins, 
bear hunting guide of Juneau, Alaska. Later the 7 members of the yacht 
"Nathanial Bowditch" (see BIGFOOT BULLETIN 7, page 5, the item from THE 
PROVINCE, June 27, 1969) visited the site and confirmed Mr. Wilkins' 
find. Now we have a letter from Richard L. Tierney which throws a whole 
new light on the matter and we reprint it here almost in entirety : 

RICHARD L. TIERNEY, writing from Juneau, Alaska, August 12, 1969 :"The 
myste�y of the Whitewater Bay tracks has been cleared up. Today I fl ew 
down to Wh itewater Bay with Foster Wilkins and Carl Lane and saw the 
tracks for myself . Foster has probably writ ten you regarding the card he 
received from Mr. David vJh�rton of the "Na thanial Bot..rdi tch" in which Mr. 
Wharton confirmed Foster's report of the huge tracks on the south shore 
of \fuitewate.r Bay. In this card �rr. Wharton referred to the •unidentified 
animal tracks' as being 20" long by 13" 't�ide and 3-ft" deep . Hhen I passed 
this information on to }ws. Jane Wallen of the Alaska State Museum in 
Juneau she sugge sted that the tracks should be investigated before they 
deteriorated and, if they turned out to be anything unusual, tbat they 
should be photographed and documented thoroughly. We decided that Fos ter 
Wilkins should go since he ·lmew exac tly where the tracks were ; als o, he 
c ould compare the present condition of the tracks with the way they 
appeared to him when he first discovered them last l-1ay. Carl Lane Has 
asked to go too, s inc e, as a bear-hunting guide of twenty years' standing 
in Alaska his word concerning bear tracks would be authoritative. Mrs. 
Wallen asked me ir I WJuld go also ; as you can imagine, I was quick to 
acce pt l Today the weather cleared up enough to be suitable for photo­
graphy and at noon the three of us left Juneau on a chartered flight. We 
arrived at \Vhitewater Bay shortly after 1:00 P.M. and the p ilot put us 
ashore at the place·Foster indicated - a level beich of fine gravel on the 
south shore of the bay near the head. Foster led us to the tracks without 
delay. They were right at the edge of the fore s t and parallel with the 
beach. They·were r oughly oval and so deep that it seemed to me that only 
an elephant . could h ave b een heavy enough to make them. They couldn 1 t be 
Sasquatch tracks , either, as the stride was not · nearly long enough in 
proportion to the size and depth of the footprints. I had never seen 
any thing quite like them. Carl Lane too one look at them and sa�d "Do 
you lmov.r v.rhat that is ? That t s an old bear trail l" He explained that 
such bear trails form because the brovm bears , following the same paths 

. for year after ' year , always place their feet in exactly the same spots 
each time they pursue their · routes. The one we were looking at ,. Carl said, 
might well be a hundred years old ! We measured and photographed the prints 
and obtained roughly the dimensions given by the " Nathan ial Bowditchn crew: 
I obtained 2111 for average length, 4" for depth, 24" for an average pace, 
48" for stride. The stride seemed longer to a man trying to walk in the 
pr ints because they were more widely spaced laterally than a man's foot­
prints would be. I counted 11 print s as d i d }w. �fuarton . At the west end 
of the trail of prints was the

�
scraggly spruce from which the "Nathanial 

Bowditch" party had collected their problematical tuft of hair . We also 
found strands of hair snagged on the same spruce - brown bear hai·r, 
ac c ording to Carl. Neither-Foster nor I had ever seen such a bear trail 
before. Carl explained that such trails are rar less common now than·they 
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used to be, as the bear population has declined due to hunting and it 
takes a lot of walking bears to malntain such a tr ail. Car l said he knew 
of other such trails, most of them on high ridg es, some.worn much deeper 
than the one v-re saw in �mite...,rater Bay and a few so old and deep that 
they had w orn into the bedrock itself. The repeated passage of brown 
bears over these. age- old trails not only deepens but also enlarges the 
depressions in which they place their paHs till, eventually, "footprints" 
of impress ive size and depth are formed. To my l{nowledge, bear trails 
of this sor t have never been considered as a hazard to S asquatch research­
ers, although bear footprints have often been analyzed with this in 
mind by Ivan T. Sander son and many others. I am still puzzled as to why 
Sasquatch sightings or footprints have never been reported in Southeast 
Alaska, which ge ographically is merely an extension of the rain-forest 
country of British Columbia from which Sasquatch rep orts have come so 
regularly for the last century. Perhaps the Sasquatch simply does not 
occ1w here. Carl Lane, a bear guide here for some 20 years , says he has 
never heard of a Sasquatc!J. being reported in Southeas t Alaska." 

HAIR AND FOOTPRINT FI�TID CORROBORATED 

Last month -v:re report ed the find of hairs and over 400 fo otprints by 
John H. Dana and Ge orge F. Haas on the West Low Gap trail in Trinity · 
County, Cal ifor nia, in the �has ta- T rinity National Forest on July 14, 
1969. About a \-reek lat er John Kitchen , a member of the ANDERSON VALLEY 
BIGFOOT REf'EARCH CENTER of Ander s:> n, Calif ornia, ' found and followed the 
sm�e footprints . He also collecte d a d ozen more hairs from a madr one tr ee 
off which a creature had stripped leaves . 

· 

On August 10, 1969, Ben E. Fbster Jr., Eld on Brackett and Damien Franco, 
all m embers of the ANDERSON VALLEY BIGFOOT ·RESEARCH CENTER, and George 
F. Haas went doHn the old trail. The old prints �ere s till intact but, of 
course, not as· fresh- loo king as when fir st found· nearly a month before. 
Several dozen new foo tpr ints were found between West Low Gap and the 
beginning of the old ones. Several of these prints were quite distinct 
where the creature had stenped on the fine gravelly soil of the steep 
hillside. One print showed derinite toe marks. These tracks led across 
the trail and· up the hillside. All ·in the party agreed that they were 
B ig foot tr acks and that they were fresh, probably not over a day old • .  
It was the co ncens us of the party that Dana and Haas were quite conser­
vative in their estimate of 400 tracks along a quarter mile of trail. 

Big foot hunters would do well to look for footprints in the mulch on 
the fore s t floors. Heretofore, practically all search for footprints 
has b een confined to sand bars and dir t  roads which ex tremely limits . 

the possibility o f finding tracks. A heavy cr eature such as a Bigfoot 
does leave recognizable footp rints in _pine needl� s and fores t humus 
as can now be at tes ted by Dana, Haas, and the ab o ve mentioned four members 
of the ANDE-qsoN VALLEY BIGFCOT RESEARCH CENTER. · · 

BIIL EDDINGTON has returne d fram a month's stay in the Blu f f Creek ar ea. 
He and his companion found no evidence of B ig root . They could find no 
ar ea sufficiently remote from logging operations and tourists to put their 
plan into eff ect. They plan on continuing . the ir search in some other area. 


